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Burundi 
Burundi: Prime Minister Says EU Conditions ‘Not 
Realistic’ 


£A1402172296 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 14 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt) European Union countries 
have set conditions for their development aid to Burundi 
— the return of peace and security to the country, 
They also request the restructuring of certain bodies like 
the Army. Prime Minister Antoine Nduwayo reacted to 
Europe's position and gave his views on the results of 
the current peace awareness Campaign, in an interview 
with the news media yesterday, betore le departed for 
Europe: 


(Begin Nduwayo recording] First of all, regarding re- 
forms, we have always been receptive to any reform 
likely to be useful to the Burundian people. These re- 
forms — if we consider the case of reforming the Army 
—- one cannot request that an Army at war be reformed. 
That is not realistic. Then second, the restructuring 
this is not even retorm, it is a restructuring which must 
he carried out. This restructuring can only be imple- 
mented over a lengthy period. You cannot restructure 
the whole Army overnight. These are measures to be 
taken. Some of them can be taken today, which we 
are already doing, while others can only be taken later. 
There are actions which need patience. 


In any case, | do not think that one can talk about 
reform. Instead, we better talk about restructuring, and 
we have already started doing so. You have heard that 
efforts are being made in the field of enrollment: This 
year enrollment will involve even privates. We are going 
to see whether it is possible to establish recruitment 
duties not only in Bururt but also in other regions, so 
that other regions’ candidates are involved. All these 
are measures w° are taking to, lets say, encourage 
Burundian youth, — regardless of their ethnic groups 
— to join that body which has become a political stake 
while in fact it is supposed to be a state body to make 
everybody feel at ease 


We are going to implement all these measures. Now 
if the European troika representatives — in fact they 
did not talk about this, at least they did not tell me 
about these [words indistinct], it was rather threats 
such as’ There is violence again, there is this or 
that, measures must be taken. They explained the UN 
Security Council's suggestion. 


What did I tell them? I told them: Listen, we do not 
understand your position. Those who are behind this 
violence, you do not utter a single word against them 
On the contrary, you issue threats to those who try to 
protect the people against the instigators of the violence 
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| said: When you are with a sick person, you do not 
threaten him or her with an overdose [preceding word 
in English} or to remove his or her blood serum. But 
what you are doing is just this. [passage omitted] fend 
recording | 


Burundi: Leaders Tell UN ‘Force’ Unacceptable To 
Resolve Problems 


EA1402212096 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 14 bkeb 96 


([FBIS Translated Text] President Sylvestre Nubantun 
ganya and Prime Minister Antoine Nduwayo yesterday 
sent a joint letter to Mrs. Madeleine Albright, the chair: 
person of the New York-based UN Security Council, 
on the military intervention in Burund: advocated by 
the UN Secretary General as a rescue measure 


In the letier, | quote. the Government of Burundi calls 
on the international community to Continue to encourape 
and help the Burundian people in the seareh for a 
definitive and satistactory soluuion for all, wath strict 
respect for her sovereignty, and ruling out any force 
end of quote, 


Congo 


Congo: Recruits Continue Protest, Deploy Proops 
to Strategic Areas 


ABIS02100896 Libreville Africa No. 1 in brench 
0730 GMT 1S Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] Congolese Army recruits are 
angry. Since yesterday, freshly recruited soldiers have 
been venting their anger to obtain their salanes. Bien 


venu Boudimbou gives the situation report 


[Begin Boudimbou recording) The situation remains 
tense as shooting resumed this morning, and even as | 
talk shooting can be heard. The mutineers have deployed 
light-armored vehicles around Mpila camp, on Avenue 
de l'Intendance, Avenue de Trois Martyrs, and around 
the military engineers camp 


This morning, contrary to yesterday's situation, heavy 
shooting could be heard trom the Cing OQuenze area 
This drew bursts of shooung in reply from Diata 
District to the south. According to various sources, 
all the military camps in the area have heen occupied 
and several officers arrested by the mutineers The 
presidential palace’s defense system is already on alert 
as well as military squads deployed at filling stations 
since the strike over the privatization of Companies 
Traffic has been disrupted at Quenze District and the 
people are holed up —- at least those who were not able 
to leave the area in time. [end recording | 


This report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
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[Paris AFP in French at 1807 GMT on 1S Feb adds: 
“Two armored vehicles carrying about 20 disgruntled 
soldiers left the Mpila armored regiment this morning 
for Moungali in central town. About 10 soldiers from 
the camp also occupied Elenga Charlie roundabout. A 
tank has been deployed at Koulounda roundabout in 
central Brazzaville where shops are closed for security 
reasons. Loyal soldiers have not acted to liberate the 
lank regiment camo which is sull in the hands of the 
dissausfied soldiers. An Army officer told AFP: ‘We are 
trying to avoid any clash with the youth.’ The state radio 
announced laconically this morning that the government 
is examining the young soldiers demands.’ ] 


Equatorial Guinea 
Equatorial Guinea; Moto Prope: es Government 
With Spaniards in Key Positions 


BR1402141796 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 
l4 Feb 9 p& 


[Report by A. Armada and A. Fernandez: “Moto Pro- 
poses Government for Guinea With Spaniards in Key 
Portfolios’ } 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt) Madrid/Geneva — Severo 
Moto, Progress Party (PPGE) leader and main oppost- 
tion candidate for the presidency of Equatorial Guinea, 
has proposed that in his country’s future government 
there should be people of Spanish nationality in key 
portfolios such as foreign atfairs, defense, and the econ- 
omy. The proposal has angered Obiang’s regime and 
been deemed a ‘neocolonial absurdity” by other parties 
of the Guinean opposition 


Government spokesman Santos Pascual Bikogo has 
criticized Moto's plan and asked ironically whether this 
idea implies the disbandment of the Guinean Army or 
Equatorial Guinea's being represented by a Spaniard at 
the United Nations. Pascual Bikogo took the opportunity 
to accuse the whole opposition of being “sold out to 
other countries” and wishing to ‘return to the colony. 


For his part, Placido Mico, coordinator of the Joint Op- 
position Platform (POC), which Moto recently left to 
put forward his presidential candidacy alone, has de- 
scribed the proposal as demagogic and accused Moto 
of trying to make electoral use of the frustration of a 
section of the Guinean population following indepen- 
dence and the nostalgia for the Spanish presence in an 
unfeasible political formula. 


In addition, the human rights situation in Guinea has 
deteriorated since last September's municipal elections 
because of the “denting’ suffered by the ruling Demo- 
cratic Party of Equatorial Guinea (PDGE), according to 
the latest report by UN special rapporteur Alejandro Ar 
tucio 
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According to the UN envoy’s report, the elections made 
“extremely” clear the lack of a democratic ethos in 
Guinean society, because of the fact that the principles 
of politcal coexistence, respect: tor differing views, 
and tolerance of political activity ‘have not yet been 
assimilated and understood.” In his report Artucio states 
that despite the progress made, grave violations are 
continuing to occur, and the government’s response ts 
“glaringly inadequate. 


Torture 


During the two visits paid to Guinea to draw up this 
report in May and November, Artucio was able to as 
certain that the use of torture and ill-treatment, espe- 
clally against members of the opposition, is common 
place. The UN special rapporteur also criticizes the tact 
that the military justice authorities are contunuing to try 
many ordinary offenses. [passage omitted] 


On the subject of what is officially termed the updating 
of the electoral register’ decreed by Obiang, the POC 
which won an absolute majority im the mumeipal 
elecuons, believes that this is a “revocation pure and 
simple.” The parties remaining in the POC despite 
the regime's warnings emphasize that the registration 
agents, members of the ruling party, are demanding 
a prior sworn statement whereby citizens give the 
PDGE (Obiang’s party) their unconditional votes for the 
coming election.” 


Zaire 


Zaire: Authorities Detain Five Rwandan Refuyee 
Leaders 13 Feb 


AB1402213096 London BBC World Senice 
in Enelish 1708S GMT 14 Feb 96 


[From the African news] 


[FBIS) Transeribed Text) The authorities in) Zaire 
have detained five Rwandan refugee leaders trom 
the Kibumba camp in Goma. United Nations and aid 
officials say the detention took place on Tuesday [14 
February] might but the Zairian authorities have so 
far declined to comment. Zainian soldiers have been 
deployed around the camp since Monday. A BBC 
correspondent in Goma says the camp's residents fear 
the detentions may be a prelude to harsher action) Our 
correspondent says some of the refugee leaders are 
believed to be discouraging the refugees from returning 
home. Zaire is hoping to repatriate the more than | 
million refugees. Many of those in Kibumba camp are 
suspected of involvement in the 1994 massacres 
Rwanda in which | million Tutsis and moderate Hutus 
were killed 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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Zaire: Few Exiles Seeking Voluntary Repatriation; 
Tension Up in Camps 


BR1402163096 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE 
in French 14 Feb 96 p6 


[Article by Marie-France CROS: "Peacetul Repatriation 
Operation Begins” ] 


[FBIS Translated Text] On Tuesday morning [13 Feb- 
ruary) 240 Zairian soldiers took up positions around 
the Rwandan refugee camp of Kibumba, near Goma, 
as the refugee identification process began with a view 
to their noncompulsory repatriation to their country ot 
origin. These measures are in accordance with the agree- 
ments signed on 20 December in Geneva between Zaire, 
Rwanda, and the UNHCR. 


All Went Well 


A source from Caritas International told us that there 
was visible tension in the camps on Tuesday morning, 
as refugees feared being expelled by force, as happened 
to 13,000 of them last August (and 200 Burundians). 
But finally “all went well: The soldiers and UNHCR 
members moved around the camps with megaphones 
encouraging the refugees to return home. There was no 
aggression on either side.” 


The 250 soldiers, which the UNHCR told us could not 
enter the camps, are primarily there to stop the refugees 
from leaving the camps to move illegally onto Zainan 
territory, something which has been happening (some- 
limes accompanied by violence) since the Rwandans 
arrived in July 1994. Inside the camps other Zairian 
soldiers of the “Security Contingent,” some of them 
very young, are charged with ensuring the protection of 
the humanitarian organizations working in the camps. 
They have been available to the UNHCR since 1995 
and are partly financed by it. In 1995 incidents arose 
which aroused fears for the safety of the aid workers, 
fears now described as misplaced by some of those who 
work in the camps. 


In accordance with what was agreed in Geneva the 
UNHCR took measures to prepare for departures on 
a major scale. li theory every time a refugee camp is 
vacated, the Zairian authorities will close it. But there 
was no movement on Tuesday: No more than around 
30 people registered as seeking to return to Rwanda. 
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Zaire: Ambassador Criticizes Belgian-Zairian 
Relations 


BR1302102096 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE 
in French 10-11 Feb 96 p28 


{Open letter from Kimbulu Moyanso wa Lokwa, Zairian 
ambassador to Belgium: “Belgium-Zaire: The Diplo- 
macy of Nondialogue’ | 


([FBIS Translated Text] On 20 December the Belgian 
Government announced its intention to increase indirect 
aid to Zaire, principally in the areas of public health, ed- 
ucauion, food safety, and the repair of basic intrastruc- 
tures. 


It seems that there is to be no consultation on this matter 
between the Belgian and Zainan Governments. Not 
before and even less during the execution of the projects. 
In other words, the nongovernmental organizations 
which will be active in the field would seem to be 
exempt from any obligation to explain to the Zainan 
authorities the reason for their presence in the country. 


By virtue of what principle? 


Let us be quite clear abou' this. The Zairian public 
authoriues have no intention whatsoever of replacing 
the Belgian nongovernmental organizations. But can we 
seriously imagine the success of the actions envisaged 
by Belgium in the absence of any consultation with the 
Zairian authorities? 


It is interesung to note that the German Government 
recently granted Zaire 144 million German marks. 
Although the money is managed by the Germans, the 
priority measures are determined by mutual agreement 
between the two countries. The same applies to Italy, 
which has agreed to Zaire’s request to repair a number 
of turbines at the Inga dam. 


But Belgium and Zaire seem to have opted for what can 
rightly be described as ‘the diplomacy of nondialogue. 


How have we arrived at such a situation? Taking as a 
pretext the events at the Lubumbashi campus in early 
May 1990, the Belgian Government suspended, but did 
not cancel, that year’s scheduled meeting of the joint 
committee set up to settle any differences between the 
two countries. It made the resumption of any official 
cooperation dependent upon Zaire providing a clear 
explanation for the incidents. In response, on 22 June 
1990, Zaire decided, among other measures, to expel 
Belgian aid workers employed by the official authorities 


You would think that the Belgians and Zairians are 
incapable of culuvating adult relauonships based on 
their respective objectives and independent of political 
vagaries. 


This report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
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In Zaire voices were raised proposing that other agents 
of development, which would be less sensitive to 
uncertainues, should establish direct contacts between 
the economic operators of the two countries, in the 
knowledge that in such a disturbed international context 
public aid for Zaire would never again resume its former 
dimensions. 


Since July 1994 the transitional government, headed 
by Prime Minister Kengo, has been endeavoring, with 
the agreement of President Mobutu, to improve the 
Zairian monetary and financial market and liberalize the 
economy. 


Last December a World Bank delegation to Zaire 
encouraged the Zairian authorities to continue with 
the reform process, confirmation of which lies in the 
privauzauion of railroad Management which ts now in 
the hands of Sizarail. Management privatization ts set to 
extend to other public companies in the aviation, rivers, 
and maritime sectors, and also telecommunicatons. 


The World Bank delegation accepted the conclusions of 
a previous mission by the IMF regarding the progress 
achieved by the government as part of the program to 
quickly bring down inflauon and its commitment to 
taking the necessary support measures to stabilize the 
monetary situation, Zaire hopes to be able to normalize 
its cooperation with the Bretton Woods insttutions. The 
finance minister will be travelling to Washington on 25 
February with this in view, 


Sizarail, which is charged with operating the southern 
railroads, was set up in December 1994 thanks to a 


partnership between the SNCZ [National Company of 


Zairian Railroads] and the Belgian cooperative com- 
pany, Transurb Consult, on the one hand, and South 
African capital on the other. 
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Discussions between Belgacom, Gecamines, and the 
Zainian Office for Post and Telecommunications are sul! 
conunuing with a view to repairing Zaire’s transmutters 
Gecamines has also just concluded a partnership agree- 
ment with Union Mimere 


Curiously enough, when questioned on 24 January by 
the parliamentary Foreign Affairs Committee, Belgian 
Foreign Minister Erik Derycke stated that in Zaire 
“you need a more solid political structure to make any 
progress.” It seems the minister discussed this with the 
president of Union Mimere, Mr. Vinck, who believed, 
according to Derycke, that it was “impossible to work 
with Zaire due to the absence of any relable partners 


Denying these comments, Mr. Vinck stated in a letter of 
29 January addressed to the minister that ‘the agreement 
recently signed between Gecamines and Union Miniere 
is, IN my Opinion, good tor the two groups, in a spirit 
of mutual respect and trust.’ 


Mr. Vinck wants Union Mimere to continue with a 
strategy ‘based solely on industrial criteria and does 
not want to be involved in the political debate between 
the two governments.” 


Mr. Derycke has also expressed the uesire to see the 
European Union provide support for the forthcoming 
general elections in Zaire. Kinshasa did not wait tor 
this initiative before making clear its desire to see the 
internauional community send observers to the elecuon 
But this implies, however, a minimum of dialogue 
between the various countries involved and the present 
Zairian leaders who are perfecly competent to act on 
behalf of the nation of Zaire, whatever some people may 
believe. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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South Africa: Mandela Invites Libyan Leader for 
State Visit 


MB1S02115396 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1100 GMT 1S Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) President Nelson Mandela has 
telephoned Libyan leader Mu’ammar al-Qadhdhafi and 
invited him to visit South Africa. The official Libyan 
news agency, JANA, reports trom Tunis that General al- 
Qadhdhati has accepted the invitauon, The report does 
not give a date for the visit. 


Last weekend Mr. Mandela said he was determined to 
invite Gen. al-Qadhdhati and Cuban leader Fidel Castro 
to visit South Africa, saying he would not forget the old 
friends of the ANC tn its days as a rebel movement. 


The: tional Party has eritcized Mr. Mandela's plans, 
saying ues with Libya and Cuba coulu. scare off 
investors, and harm relations with the United States. 


South Africa: Government Not To ‘Lecture’ 
Castro, al-Qadhdhafi 


MB15S02121496 Johannesbure THE CITIZEN 
in English 14 Feb 96 p 3 


[Report by drian Stuart] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} Cape Town —- The South 
African Government will not lecture Libya’s Mu’ ammar 
al-Qadhdhati and Cuba's Fidel Castro on “how to 
manage their own affairs’, Foreign Minister Alfred Nzo 
told a media brnieting yesterday [14 February]. 


Mr Nzo said South Africa was committed to a policy 
of “promoting democracy” 1n its foreign relations, and 
would consider boycotts against Nigeria if it did not 
restore democracy. 


Asked whether South Afmca would also pursue its 
democrauc objectives during the forthcoming visit of 
presidents al-Qadhdhafi and Castro, Mr Nzo drew a 
distincuon between their countries and others. 


“You see, President Mandela made it clear, when he 
spoke about Cuba and Mu’ammar al-Qadhdhafi, that 
when they come here we will get the opportunity of 
saying thank you very much for the assistance they gave 
us to move to democracy. 


‘That's what the president has made perfectly clear on 
that question, We are not calling them here to lecture 
to them on how they must manage their own affairs.” 


Asked whether the intended visits would not create 
problems for South Africa in its diplomatic relations 
with other countries, Mr Nzo said these problems would 
be dealt with at the ume 
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“Hopetully not. But it those problems arise we shall 
deal with them and the nature with which they arse 


‘But at the moment we are inviting those countnes 
because they supported our struggle for nauional and 
social liberation. 


However, Mr Nzo indicated this did not apply in the 
case of Nigeria 


Denying Nigerian Government claims that South Atrica 
wished to destabilise Nigeria, Mr Nzo said: “South 
Atrica’s policy has been to promote democracy and a 
humanitarian order.” 


South Atrica was one of eight countnes represented on 
the special committee setup by the Commonwealth to 
put pressure on Nigeria to return to democracy 


Asked whether the opposition partes in Nigeria had 
asked South Africa to intervene, Mr Nzo said: “No, we 
have not been approached. The ministry has not been 
approached by those groups for assistance.” [passage 
omitted | 


South Africa: Mandela Criticized For Angering 
U.S. Over Libya, Cuba 


MBIS02125896 Johannesbure THE CITIZEN 
mbnylish 14 Feb 96 po 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} It's sad for us to say it, but 
Pres Mandela has no teel tor toreign policy. 


His attitude is: We'll do as we please 


Which is why he vigorously detended the decision to 
store 1S million barrels of crude o1l in Saldanha Bay for 
Iran, which tunds terrorism. 


The United States has imposed a trade embargo on Iran, 
but Iran was a supporter of the ANC in its liberation 
struggle, which also involved terrorism, and so South 
Atrica is not going to treat Iran like a pariah pust because 
the United States does. 


The government also upset the United States when it 
announced that it was sending a resident ambassador 
to Cuba and was thinking of inviting President Fidel 
Castro to South Africa. 


Four chairmen of panels of the US House of Represen- 
talives expressed great concern ana disappointment 


‘We urge your country to refrain from undercutting our 
efforts to bring to the people of Cuba the same nmght 
of liberty, pustice and democracy that we in the United 
States and you in South Africa now enjoy,” they said 


Pres Mandela's response later was that South Africa 
would develop stronger diplomatic ties with Cuba and 


This report may contain copyrighted material, Copying and dissemination 
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show solidanty despite what other powertul nations 
might say. [passage omitted] 


On Sunday night [11 February], in 4 television interview 
on the sixth anniversary of his release from prison, 
President Mandela said he was determined to invite 
Libyan leader Mu’ammar al-Qadhdhah to visit South 
Africa in defiance of any pressure from the West 
[passage omitted] 


Earlier, on a visit to Robben Island in the company 
of Mrs Gro Harlem Brundtland, the Prime Minister ot 
Norway, which also aided the ANC in its liberauon 
years, Pres Mandela said 


Both our enenues here and our trends in the West said 
to me, ‘It you want to be acceptanle to the world, get 
nd of Cuba, get nd of Mu’ammar al-Qadhdhafi.’ 


One of the leading heads of state said that to me, 
when he invited me to his country. He urged me to 
break with Castro's Cuba and Libya under Mu’ammar 
al-Qadhdhah.” 


We will never renounce our trends. 


Pres Mandela makes a great mistake in confusing the 
interests of the ANC and the interests of South Africa. 


President Castro 1s regarded as a dictator and his country 
has a bad record of human mghts violauons. It ts 
boycotted by the United States and other countries 


Col al-Qadhdhafi is regarded as the top terror master 
and is shunned by most countries. 


Why should South Africa anger the United States, in 
particular, by putting out the red carpet for both of them? 


We do not say South Africa has to kowtow to the US 
in everything it does, but the US 1s the only superpower 
left in the world, wields tremendous economic power, 
and is our biggest trading partner. 


It is not in South Afnica’s interests to antagonise it. 


As we said on a couple of previous occasions: Itis South 
Africa's needs and interests, rather than the ANC paying 
its dues to former backers, that should be paramount in 
all our dealings. 


It is ume Pres Mandela accepted a South Afnica first 
policy before our relations with the US are senously 
harmed 


South Africa: Poll Says Majority Views New 
Government as ‘Corrupt’ 

MB/402175296 Johanneshure SAPA in English 
1542 GMT 14 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] CAPE TOWN Feb 14 
SAPA — The majonty of South Africans believed the 
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new democrauc government to be at least as corrupt, i 
not more so, than its predecessor 


This is among the findings of an Instutute tor Democracy 
in South Alneca (Idasa} public opinion poll released in 
Cape Town on Wednesday. 


The statistics are profoundly disturbing. They suggest 

that in spite of ie deep democratic and moral changes 
that have taken place, people have a high level of 
mistrust and cynicism of officialdom,” Idasa executive 
director Prot Wilmot James said. 


The survey found that: 


— ethics and corrupuon in public office were real and 
widespread public concerns: 


there was widespread popular concern and even 
doubt about the current ethical standards of elected 
leaders: and 


— there was significant public support for ethics retorm 
measures 


Of a sample group of 2,430 people, only 24 percent had 
felt there had been a reduction in corruption from the 
former apartheid government. 


Forty-one percent believed it had increased, of whom 
26 percent felt there was “a lot more” corruption, the 
survey found. 


Although perceptions could be tueled by widespread 
media sensavionalism of salaries and the ‘gravy train 
and a greater focus on corruption, this had not been 
supported by the evidence. 


‘Tf anything, there is a tendency fer such beliets to be 
slightly higher among those who have litte contact with 
the news media.” 


More than halt of the sample (46 percent) believed 
most’ or “almost all’ government officials were cor- 
rupt, while 84 percent saw some level of corruption in 
government. Only six percent saw a completely clean 
government. 


On the degrees io which officials worked for the public 
interest, SO percent felt that people in) government 
worked in their own self-interest, according to the poll 


While these perceptions had vaned according to race, 
Africans were only slightly less pessimistic about off- 
cial ethics and corruption than the average of the overall! 
sample. 


The real drop-olf occurs among white South Afncans 
who are downright cynical about such matters , a survey 
report said 
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Nor had there been a monolithic African perspective, 
as Africans’ views had differed widely depending upon 
language and region. 


SePedi, Shangaan and Venda-speakers in the Northern 
Province, and to a lesser extent Gauteng, were very 
cynical about government officials, often more so than 
whites. 


However, seSweti, Setswana and Sesotho-speakers and 
people from Mpumalanga, North-West and Free State 
were “significantly more optimistic 


The survey also found that South Africans had opt- 
mistic expectations of honesty in government aud had 
not yet learned to curb their hopes out of a cynical view 
of politicians as in the United States. [passage omitted] 


South Africa: Meyer, Ramaphosa Discuss Party, 
Constitutional Issues 


MB1402110796 Johannesbure SABC 3 Television 
Network in English 1830 GMT 13 Feb 96 


[Interview with South African Consututional Affairs 
and Provincial Development Minister Roelf Meyer and 
ANC secretary general and Constituuonal Assembly 
Chairman Cyril Ramaphosa by announcer Max du Preez 
in SABC’s Johannesburg studio — live] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Du Preez} Cyril Ramaphosa 
and Roelf Meyer will be remembered in history as the 
team who oiled the machinery of negotiations in the 
Codesa [Convention for a Democratic South Africa] 
days, but from the Ist of March they will face each other 
aS secretaries general, and the two fiercest opponents in 
Parliament, the ANC and the National Party [NP]. Is 
this the end of a great friendship? Mr. Cyril Ramaphosa, 
Roelf Meyer, good evening, and welcome. Thank you 
for coming. Mr. Meyer, let me start with you. From top 
cabinet post to secretary general, is that a promouon or 
demotion? 


[Meyer] I don’t think it’s possible to tell now; ume will 
only learn us [as heard] what the outcome of that is. 


[Du Preez} Is that dependent on how well you do your 
job? 


[Meyer] I suppose yes. It also depends on whether | will 
be able to stay in the job; I think Cyril will be able to 
tell me how hard it is. The fact is actually that I believe 
this is a challenge, a real opportunity, and that is why | 
decided to take it up. 


[Du Preez} When you did say yes, did you remember 
what happened to [former NP secretary general] Stoffel 
van der Merwe? 
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[Meyer] The thought was only brought to my rund, that 
also Occurred to me; but | think mes have changed in 
many respects. It is a politcal yob; | would say that it 
also brings many challenges. 


[Du Preez] For a moment, please put yourself in a 
hypotheucal situation Roelf Meyer hires you tor a vast 
sum of money to be his consultant and adviser. What 
would you tell him tomorrow if he asks you: What 
should I do for the National Party to make inroads into 
the masses? [laughter from both] 


{[Ramaphosa] | would advise him that they should close 
down the National Party before they even begin to try 
to make inroads. 


[Du Preez} But then you are not going to get your fee, 
so? (laughter from both] 


{Ramaphosa] Let me start off by saying that I have 
a great liking tor Roelf, but I think in National Party 
terms, being secretary general of the NP could well be 
a graveyard-type of position, if one remembers what 
happened to Stoffel. I'm not trying to do upmanship on 
him. He's appointed secretary general, and | wish him 
well. He's got a difficult task ahead of him; it’s not 
very easy to be secretary general of any organization 
because you end up being [brief breakdown 1n satellite 
transmission]. | wouldn't like to be Roelfs consultant 
because I wouldn't give him better advice. 


[Du Preez] What do you say to that? 


[Meyer] This is exactly the kind of challenge that | 
would like. 1 mean, this arrogance, you know, this 
prescnpuveness on the side of the ANC as we just saw 
a demonstration of it. | believe it’s the kind of challenge 
that one 1s looking forward to take up, because I think 
i's exactly with that kind of spirit that the ANC is 
going to make mistakes, and soon the voters will start to 
realize that. No doubt the ANC is strong at the moment 
in the eyes of the public. In the eyes of the black voter, 
the ANC probably provides the only politcal hope for 
many. The challenge is to create an alternative. 


{[Ramaphosa] That's where the problem comes in. | 
think the National Party is still tied to the notion of 
race and ethnicity. It sull looks at the support that the 
ANC has as black support. We don't look at our support 
in those terms. 


[Du Preez] Even though it’s true? 


[Ramaphosa] Yes, it is a reality, but we don't look at it 
in those terms because if you begin to look at it like that, 
it means that you already begin to wear racist or racial 
type of sunglasses. You begin to have tunnel vision. 
We look at the people of South Africa as the broad 
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constituency within which we have to operate; we've 
got to make our policies and ourselves as a political 
party attractive to the people of South Africa, rather 
than to a particular ethnic group or a particular race. 


[Meyer] It’s absolutely true, and I totally agree with that 
analysis, and exactly that is the approach that one should 
follow. I totally agree with that. But the point is, the 
reality is, as we've seen in the local elections on the Ist 
of November, that unfortunately the formations are very 
much the same as they were during the apartheid years. 
And that is what we have to change. The big challenge 
is, therefore, not only to build up or to build out the 
National Party, but actually to restructure the party- 
political scene in South Africa, olnerwise we might end 
up exactly where we were in the past — namely, black 
and white against each other in the party-political scene, 
and that would be detrimental as far as the future of this 
country is concerned. 


{Du Preez) You called, Mr. Ramaphosa, you, this 
afternoon at the joint session, you and several other 
ANC MP's accused the National Party of being a party 
of white privilege. Wasn't that a bit of a cheap shot? 


{(Ramaphosa] It isn’t a cheap shot. You look at what 
F.W. de Klerk had to say on the second of February 
this year. He was putting forward what they call the 
vision of a new National Party. Much of what he had 
to say was attacking the ANC, basically saying, let us 
build a party, a new party that will be an anu-ANC type 
of party or alliance. That already shows that there's a 
poverty of ideas, there’s a poverty of policies; they just 
don't have policies that they can offer to the country. 
But what I also found offensive and what many people 
have found offensive, and | mentioned it to Roelf, and | 
said it in parliament today, is that they are building this 
new National Party on the basis of Christian values, and 
they are a party that has Indians as members, who are 
either Hindu or Muslim; they have Jews as members: 
and to say Christian values means that you are actually 
saying that what people have done over the years during 
the years that they were in power. 


{Meyer} Let me take those two points that Cyril has 
just referred to. In the first instance, when we say 
there are concerns that are being shared by many South 
Africans — millions of South Africans — across the 
spectrum, it's exactly those that we also have to address 
from the party-political angle, and people will start to 
become known of the fact that it is important for this 
country’s future that they have a choice, also in the 
party political sense. Therefore, the overall objective 
is to built at this stage multiparty democracy. We have 
brought democracy to South Africa through the previous 
round of negotiations, through the election of April °94. 


A 
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But now there is a new challenge, and that is what we 
have to take up, otherwise we will end up in’ one-party 
State, and I am quite sure it is not going to be in the 
interest of the country, and also not gomy to be in the 
interest of the ANC even as tar as that ts 


The second aspect of Chrisuan norms and standards 
that Cyril has referred to, | think he says it a litte but 
tongue in the cheek, because he very well knows that 
we are talking here about a set of norms and standards 
that would be the core or the basis of those values to 
which all South Africans, or most South Atncans, would 
subscribe to. Not all... 


{[Ramaphosa, interrupung| | don't want to stop) you, 
Roelf —— | am a Muslim, and | hear your party say, 
we want to uphold Christian norms and standards. What 
does that say to me as a Muslim in the National Party’ 


[Meyer] I am saying to you, those norms and standards 
that can be categorized as Christian norms and standards 
are the same norms and standards that would be shared 
by the main religious groups all around the world 
the Muslims, the Hindus, and others — because they 
refer to those type of values that would essentially form 
the basis of a good society, of a good nation, of a good 
community in general. So what we are talking about is 
a description not of a religious link only, but of a set 
of norms and standards which we believe essentially 
belongs to all South Africans. 


{Du Preez] Mr. Meyer, maybe we are talking here about, 
as I see it, the dilemma that your party has, and that 
you certainly will have. This is but one of them, calling 
something Christian to please certain people, but you 
mean the norms of goodness and reasonableness. It 1s 
not true that the main emotions in the National Party and 
among its supporters of the struggle at the moment, are 
the struggle for Afmkaans, against affirmative action, 
against squatters building homes all over the place’ 
I mean, if you read papers like RAPPORT and DIE 
BURGER, that’s the only emotion inside the National 
Party. How will you then go out and build a black 
support base’ 


{Meyer} Well, that is exactly the challenge, and I'm not 
Saying it's going to.. 


[Du Preez, interrupting) Won't you have to choose 
between those people, and the more black people you 
get, the more you will lose toward the Freedom Front? 


[Meyer] You see, that is exactly the point. If we are 
going to make the choice only about that we will 
fall back into racial dividing lines as far as the party 
political scene is concerned. Then the National Party 
will essentially remain a so-called white party, and al! 
others will remain so-called black parties, and we will be 
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back where we were in terms of the old formations, and 
we have to cut through that, and that 1s the challenge. So 
what we have to tell and convince, let's say our white 
support base, in the time to come is that i is essential 
for them and tor the whole community Uiat would form 
our traditional support base to accept that we have to 
take care of the broad interests of all South Africans. We 
can't — let us put it in a different frame — we can't 
succeed in this country, to be successtul, if only one 
small part that is generally recognized by the other part 
as a privileged group is being given specific preterence 
in terms of party interests. We have to attend to the 
cross-section of the whole nation, and that is what we 
have to cut through also in the process of restructuring 
the party political scene. 


[Du Preez}] Mr. Ramaphosa, you wanted to react to Mr. 
Meyer 


[Ramaphosa] | wanted to react by saying that, unfortu- 
wately, even at present, the NP is seen by the majority 
of our population as a party that just cares and caters 
for the interests of the white minority 


{Meyer] That is what we want to change 


[Ramaphosa] Even now, in the negotiations for a new 
constilution, itis still a party that is seen just to be more 
concerned about Atrikaans as a language. Very little else 
is said about other languages, about other problems. 
It is still a party that is just seen as caring about the 
Atrikaners’ culture. Nothing to say about other cultures; 
and it does not, in a Way, project itself as a party in the 
new South Atrea, a party that has embraced this new 
patriousm that the president was talking about on Friday 
(9 February}, when he opened Parliament. As long as 


it continues to operate in this way, it wall find itself 


completely marginalized and relegated to the dustbin ot 
South African history, and possibly become a museum 
piece. 


{Meyer} You see, this is now typical. Cyril is making a 
poliucal point, while he, as chairperson of the Consttu- 
tional Assembly, [words indistinct] by us in the process 
of negotiations at the World Trade Center — namely, 
the acknowledgement of all 11 languages, officially, in 
South Africa. And that 1s what we stand for now, and 
I know of no party, not the NP or any other party, that 
today wants to change that. So it is a misrepresentation. 
He clearly 1s doing it for political purposes, but I'm say- 
ing to you, Cyril, you are absolutely wrong in terms of 
that presentation you're making about the NP’s inten- 
tions, and the way tn which it would like to address the 
concerns of all South Afnecans in the future. 


(Du Preez} Let's talk, Mr. Ramaphosa, about the con- 
stitution, and the talks, and the negotiations about that 
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Some of your supporters would tell you that you are ig- 
noring them, because they want the death penalty Duck, 
and the ANC leadership is ignoring that call trom the 
vast majonty of the people 


[Ramaphosa] Well, 1 think the 
penalty... 


quesuon of the death 


{Du Preez}] And | think they're against abortion too 


[Ramaphosa] Yes, the question of the death penalty 

is not only the death penalty” the question of abortion, 
the quesuon of where the capital of our country should 
be; the quesuon of property mghts are controversial 
issues, and they need to be handled with the hecessar, 
care that one needs to put in place. You cannot be 
reckless over these issues. They are very emotive, and 
people tend to be very emotional when they deal with 
matters like this. Any responsible political organization 
will tread very, very carefully when it comes to matters 
of this nature. And we are taking good care, even in 
the Constitutional Assembly if | have to talk with 
my other hat on —- to make sure that, as we deal 
with these problems, we take into account the various 
views that are beng expressed by people all round 
trom where the capitel should be, whether it should be 
Cape Town, Pretona, Bloemfontein, nght through to the 
question of the death penalty and abortion. Members 
of pohtical parties are expressing their views, and in 
some cases different views. Quite a aumber of people 
in our country would say, We want the death penalty to 
be restored. But likewise, you may tind that there are 
many others who would say, let the death penalty be 
abolished completely, and you have to weigh all these 


[Du Preez] Let's stay for a moment with you, if you 
don't mind, and talk about the future of the government 
of nauional unity, post-1999, because that’s a hot dehate 
at the moment. People say it’s) working so well, 1 
worked towards reconcihation and nation building, and 
fit ain't broke, why fixat, why do you want to change ’ 
Is this a question of ANC \rrogance, that Mr. Meyer 
referred to earlier’ 


[Ramaphosa] Well, I think what must be remembered 
is that, when we reached an agreement at the World 
Trade Center, the ANC compromuased on the principle, 
the tundamental principle, of mayornty rule. We reached 
a compromise so hat we could usher this country trom 
apartheid rule, through the transition, into democratic 
rule. It 1s a fundamental principle which operates all 
over the world, that you must have majority rule, and 
we agreed that we would have a government of national 
unity tor five years. But we are also saying thal we're 
not ruling out the possshility of a voluntary coalition. 
type of government, which can happen in any country 
and we ve made an offer to the NP. They are obviously 
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considering it now, and we're pleased to know that they 
are considering it. Let us have a voluntary coalition-type 
of government. It works in many places. 


{Du Preez] Are you considering it, Mr. Meyer? 


[Meyer] You see, the idea about a voluntary coalition, 
of course, would, in a country like South Alnica, or 
within the constitutional tramework that we have in 
South Africa, be always a possibility. But the point ts, 
that would only come about if there is an agreement 
between the parties on the one side, the party that might 
have the majority, and on the other side, those that might 
be in the minority to do so. Naturally, why would a 
majorty party at all seek voluntary coalitions if it ts 
in the majonty’? Coalitions of a voluntary nature only 
come about when partes seek to find agreement and 
cooperation to actually form a majorly together. Thatis 
what happens in all other coalition type o° governments. 
What is important in our situauion, What we are saying, 
is that the same conditions that prevailed at the time 
we started off with the transitional constitution in 1S94 
will most likely sull prevail in 1999, and tor some 
ume thereafter namely, to be able to carry the vast 
majonty of South Africans of different: perspectives 
from our political scene, together, in a joint government 
structure, would by tar be the best ior the sake ot 
the development and the developmental needs of the 
country. That is what we believe is the main requirement 
behind the idea of seeking Cooperation at the executive 
level. (sentence as heard] Now, we're not saying that 
the government of national unity as it exists now 
should be continued with beyond 1999, because this 
yarucular concept, as it now is being provided for in 
the transitional constituuion, is a model that was truly 
designed for this specific period 


{Du Preez}] But you don’t want the principle to be 
dropped altogether’ 


[Meyer] We believe multiparty participation in the 
governmental atfairs would be still a requirement after 
five years 


[Ramaphosa} Can I just actually give Mr. Meyer some 
examples of voluntary coalitions, because we have them 
in this country. He is minister of provincial affairs and 
he should know better. The ANC in two provinces 
has entered into coahhtion government where it was not 
required to. We formed a coalition type of government 
in the Northern Province. We were not required to, 
because we won more than... 


{Du Preez, interrupung} With the Freedom Front, nogal 
[no less] 


[Ramaphosa] With the Freedom Front, nogal. We didn't 
need to acquire a particular majority in forming that 
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coalition; we did it of our own voliuon and invited the 
Freedom Front to be part of a coahtion government, 
which now ts officially the government of provincial 
unity. It was out of our own voliuon. Now, the NP 
is concerned that the ANC may not feel obliged to be 
part of a coaliuon government, and we say, of course, 
in politics you take 'isks. We would have to consider 
whether we want to do it or not. After all, it has to 
be a decision of the partes themselves. What we are 
essenually saying is that it 1s an attempt tc undermine 
the principle of majority rule, to actually say you must 
have it written into the constituuon that there shall be 
a government of nauonal unity, or something similar 
to that. But it also raises another concern on our side, 
which is, it may well be that the people in the NP do 
not, im the end, trust, say, a black majority type of party 
to rule this country, 


{Meyer} That is ridiculous. | mean, we have a govern- 
ment today that the majority of its members are by tar 
people other than white and that is totally acceptable; 
the legiumacy of this government is fully respected by 
all, including the NP, so the point is... 


{Ramaphosa, interrupung] Then accept that dispensation 
without forcing itinto the Consutuuion as a povernment 
of national unaty, 


{Mever] My question would be, to Cyril, then why ts 
majonty rule so important? 


[Ramaphosa] Why ts it so important all over the world? 
What is democracy all about? What is the meaning of 
democracy’? That is the meaning of democracy that we 
were taught. 


[Meyer] But if one can ensure cooperation, | think 
that’s the key word. Even the ANC often uses the 
word cooperauion when they talk about the relauonship 
netween central government and the provinces. Why, if 
we can achieve, through cooperation... 


[Ramaphosa, interrupting} We know more about cooper- 
ation than you do. Look at what happens in Parliamen’ 
The Constitution does not say anything about a parlia- 
ment of navional unity. In Parliament the ANC has 62 
percent. We've got a deputy speaker from the NP — 
we did 1 of our own volition. The deputy chairperson 
of the Constitutional Assembly is a NP person... 


[Meyer] Are you going to do that in the new constitu- 
tion? 


[Ramap, \sa] The chairpersons of some of the standing 
committees were offered, not only to the NP, but to 
other parties as well. That just shows what type of a 
party, Mr. Meyer, you are dealing with. You are dealing 
with a party that wants to Cooperate in governance 
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{Meyer} Can you tell me now whether you're going to 
do that after this parliament again? 


{‘<amaphosa) It is for us to decide. 


(Meyer) Exactly, that's the whole point. So the majority 
will grab the power. 


(Ramaphosa} Precisely. It is majority rule, and it oper- 
ates all over the world. It operates in the United King- 
dom, it operates in Zimbabwe, it operates in Namibia, in 
the United States, all over the world. Why, after 1999, 
should we be different, when the struggle in this country 
was essentially about installing democracy and making 
sure that there is majority rule? You tell me why. 


[Meyer] Well, because of the fact that we are a 
young democracy, and we are still in the process of 
transformation, and we're going to be there in that 
situation for, I believe, some decades. Not on account of 
anything else, but the great developmental needs of this 
country. | mean, we are in government at Uic moment, 
as you very well know, planning for a national strategic 
vision for the next 25 years. Why not seek cooperation 
at the governmental level, to ensure that that vision 
succeeds in 25 years from now? 


{[Ramaphosa] But let me bring another angle to this 
equation. You have a NP that is presently in the 
government of national unity, but ai the same time it 
is a NP that wants to play the role of an opposition 
party. There is a contradiction in terms in that. Coalition 
governments all over the world, once you are in, you are 
a partner of the coalition. You are not also an opposer; 
you are not the opposition of that very government. 


[Meyer] It's for that very reason that we are exactly 
saying the current system of the government of national 
unity should not be continued with, because it forms part 
of that problem. But there are other ways, and of course 
we are still engaged in bilateral talks about this, that we 
believe will actually serve this purpose — namely of 
multiparty participation of a kind. 

[Du Preez] Gentlemen, we've run out of time. I just 
wanted to deal with one urban legend quickly. Appar- 
ently the two of you went fishing together and you took 
a fish hook out of Mr. Meyer's finger. Would you do 
that again, now that he’s your opposite number in the 
NP? 


[Ramaphosa] No, I'd have think about it. (laughter) 
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{Du Preez] Gentlemen, thank you very much. 


South African Press Review for 15 “ebruary 
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(FBIS Report) 
BUSINESS DAY 


Labor Report Only ‘Starting Point’ — “Labour Minister 
Tito Mboweni's Green Paper on employment standards, 
which outlines proposals for amending and unify.ng the 
Basic Conditions of Employment Act and the Wage Act, 
is a useful starting point for comprehensive debate," 
according to an editorial on page 14 of Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 15 February. “The 
drafters are dreamers if they think that wages will 
not adjust downwards, through a lower annual increase 
than otherwise, to compensate at least in part for the 
reduction in hours” proposed in the paper, the editorial 


Says. 
THE STAR 


Labor Proposals Positive — Johannesburg THE STAR 
in English on 15 February, in an editorial on page 
14, applauds the labor minister's Green Paper, saying 
the proposals “will improve the lot of many workers, 
and we hope to see most of these recommendations 
implemented within a year.” It concludes: “There can be 
no quibble with the minister's desire particularly to offer 
protection to what are termed vulnerable employees — 
domestic, security and farm workers. They have borne 
the brunt of an inequable socio-economic system.” 


SOWETAN 


‘Leap Forward’ for Labor — The “spirit” of the 
labor Green Paper “represents a major leap forward 
in the struggle to improve the quality of life of the 
working people in South Africa,” says a page 10 
editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 
15 February. Approval of the proposals would be 
“the first time that the working lives of employees 
would have been affected positively by legislation from 
the new, democratically elected Government.” But the 
editorial cautions: “All of these good proposals will 
come to nothing if they are not backed by an effective 
monitoring or policing system of inspectors with the 
clout to enforce the law.” 
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Angola corn flour and rotten fish, At a meeting yesterday — 

, ; , routine daily meetings we hold here at the Joint Com- 

—_ UNITA Confines 15,837 Troops in ‘Poor mission — I presented this case. We were dealing with 


MB14U2205696 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
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([FBIS Translated Text} The National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] has already 
confined more than 15,837 soldiers, according to the 
latest figures released by 2000 yesterday. This was 
revealed by Brigadier Urbano Tchassan.ia, deputy head 
of the UNITA delegation to the Joint Commission. 


In an interview with the BBC today, Brig. Tchassanha 
said the figures released by the UN Angola Verification 
Mission [Unavem]-3 did not coincide with the actual 
figures of soldiers stationed in the four confinement 
areas. Brig. Tchassanha also said that problems, like 
poor accomodations for the soldiers and their families, 
have discouraged some of the soldiers from living in the 
barracks. The brigadier said the soldiers have been fed 
corn flour and rotten fish. This, coupled with disease and 
shortage of medicines, discourages soldiers to remain in 
the confinement areas. 


Brig. Tchassanha said it was Unavem-3 which did not 
fulfill its obligations, by failing to provide transportation 
for UNITA soldiers. He said UNITA resorted to its own 
means to transport soldiers to confinement areas by, 
among other things, hiring vehicles from smal! traders. 


[Begin recording) [Tchassanha] Our figures do not 
coincide with Unavem's. By 2000 yesterday, we had a 
figure of 15,837 soldiers who had already been confined. 
Puthermore, | have in front of me a document from 
the UNITA General Staff. According to it, there are 
still about 1,822 men that have not yet been registered. 
Likewise, there are 150 weapons, which are part of 
collective weapons, which have also not yet been 
registered. 


Regarding delays in confining soldiers, | would like to 
say that UNITA is making every effort to carry out 
its obligations. It has been, among other things, hiring 
vehicles from so-called candongueiros [smugglers] to 
transport troops. Unavem said it was all ready to support 
the confinement process. When the task began however, 
UNITA had to find its own means of transportation. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Unavem says 81 UNITA 
soldiers fled from confinement areas. What is going on 
exactly” 


[Tchassanha] The figure we have is 51 men. Unavem 
probably knows about the others, but it has not yet in- 
formed us about them. I have a report here from the 
UNITA General Staff which says that troops are fed 


this in a responsible manner to find solutions to it, Now 
that Unavem has brought up the issue of deseruons, we 
have to say this is caused by poor food and health con- 
ditions in confinement areas. Furthermore, there 1s sull 
nothing positive about accomodation conditions for our 
troops’ families. [end recording] 


Angola: UNITA General Staff Reports Cease-Fire 
Violations 


MB1502081196 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 15 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) Although the National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA) is fully 
committed to the quartering of its soldiers in line with 
the Lusaka Protocol, the Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] 
behave in a manner that endangers peace. 


In eastern Angola on 8 February, a 50-man-strong 
FAA unit left Luena for Camanongue without inform- 
ing UNITA and the UN Angola Verification Mission 
[Unavem]-3. This was a violation of the cease-fire. Pos- 
ing as civilians to avoid being detected by Unavem-3, 
the FAA members (?took up) positions outside of Ca- 
menongue. On the same day, 15 armed FAA soldiers 
plundered civilian property in Cassole | and Cassole 
2 villages. On 9 February, the FAA soldiers plundered 
property from (Uamba) village. FAA soldiers stationed 
in (Ndalasunde) have entered UNITA-controlled areas 
to plant land mines on the main access roads. 


In southern Angola on 8 February, an FAA unit 
left (Chicuri) and Hoque to plunder civilian property 
17 km from Quilengues. Before leaving the area, 
FAA soldiers planted antipersonnel land mines. UNITA 
soldier Zeferino Manuel detonated a land mine, and 
several of his colleagues were seriously wounded. 


In northern Malanje, FAA deployed reconnaissance 
groups in (Ngola Luis) area. 


FAA forces recently left Calepi to plunder civilian 
property in Cassongo, 18.5 km from that area. FAA 
forces left Quipungo to plunder civilian property in 
(Mundumbo), killing an unspecified number of civilians 
and UNITA soldier Ernesto Muhalo. 


In central Angola, FAA units based in Balombo have 
strengthened their forward post at (Ngolo) with troops 
equipped with self- propelled artillery. At 1200 on 7 
February, an FAA helicopter left Lobito and overflew 
the Sihibe, Maca, and Ecumuno areas, 14.5 km northeast 
of Elongo and Balombo. 


1s report may contain copynghted maternal. Copying and dissemination 
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These are some of the cease-fire violauons reported by 
the UNITA Armed Forces General Staff. 


Angola: UNITA Denies Clashes With Government 
Forces in Cuanza Sul 


MB1502081296 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 14 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] There were no clashes between 
forces of the National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola [UNITA] and the government in Cuanza 
Sul Province last week. This was revealed by the 
UNITA Military Command in Cuanza Sul Province, 
which contacted our correspondent to deny information 
circulated by the BBC on 12 February that government 
and UNITA troops were involved in violent clashes in 
Cuanza Sul Province. Here is our correspondent with 
more details. 


The Cuanza Sul Operational Command has categori- 
cally denied the information circulated by the London 
BBC at (71800) on 12 February that bloody clashes be- 
tween UNITA and government forces have been taking 
place along (Senzenguela) road since last Friday (9 Feb- 
ruary). What is really happening is that discontent gov- 
ernment troops attack vehicles, particularly civilian ve- 
hicles along the road, and throw grenades on the (?mar- 
kets) with the objective of (words indistinct] food and 
sO ON. 


Angola: Government Minister Meets UNITA 
Officials in Uige 


MB15S02085396 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 15 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Angolan Social Reintegra- 
tion Minister Albino Malungo met Antonio Sebastiao 
Dembo, vice president of the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA], in Negage on 
13 February. This follows a meeting between govern- 
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ment and UNITA delegations in the city of Uige. The 
two meeungs dealt with relief operations by nongovern- 
mental organizations and the free movement of people 
and foods in northern Angola. [passage omitted] Minis- 
ter Malungo said displaced persons and refugees in Uige 
and Negage areas will be assisted as of March. Specif- 
ically, health care will be provided to patients sufter- 
ing from malaria, 4 disease that claims dozens of lives 
daily. Minister Malungo scheduled another meeting for 
29 February to discuss the role to be played by the UN 
Office for Humanitarian Assistance Coordination, gov- 
ernment, and UNITA services. [passage omitted] 


Zimbabwe 


Zimbabwe: 6,000 Workers Demand Wage Increase, 
Torch Fields 


MB/502081096 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English OS10 GMT 15 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] In Zimbabwe, workers at the 
second-largest sugar estate set ablaze several hectares 
of the cane fields to back demands for higher wages. 
More than 6,000 workers torched the fields after being 
angered by the presence of armed police on the estate 
in Masvingo, some 292 km south of the capital, Harare. 


The peaceful demonstration turned rowdy when riot 
police went to control the situation at the Triangle 
Estate, which has more than 23,000 hectares. But the 
police presence forced the irate workers to launch 
sporadic raids on the fields, which they either plundered 
or set alight. 


The workers want the monthly minimum wage to 
he raised from U.S.$46 to about U.S.$83. They are 
demanding the dissoluuon of the Zimbabwe Sugar 
Milling Industry Workers’ Union, saying it was created 
to oppress them. 


is report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
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Niger 


Niger: New Military Regime Arrests 7 for 
‘Commando Action’ 


AB/1402231396 Paris AFP in French 
2257 GMT 14 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Text] Niamey, 14 Feb (AFP) — Seven 
people have been arrested in Niamey for a commando 
acuion attempt,” Intenor Minister Idi Ango Omar an- 
nounced this evening. Amony those arrested are Ous- 
mane QOumarou and Tilla Boulama, close to Mahamane 
Ousmane, the former head of state overthrown on 27 
January. 


Niger: New Defense Chief Assumes Command 14 
Feb 

AB1402221696 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 

in French 1900 GMT 14 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] A ceremony marking the 
taking of command by Lieutenant Colonel Amadou 
Moussa Gros, the new chief of delense staff of the 
Armed Forces of Niger, took place this afternoon at 
the First Battalion Camp in Niamey. Lt. Col. Amadou 
Moussa Gros assumed the function of chiet of defense 
staff in replacement of Colonel [hrahim Barre Mainas- 
sara. The ceremony took place in the presence of se- 
mor officers including General Ali Satbou. The cer- 
emony was chaired by Defense Minister Mahamane 
Doby. [passage omitted] 


Niger: Mainassara Promises Return to Democracy 
Before End of Year 


BR1IS02123496 Paris LE MONDE tn French 
l4 Feb 9% p3 


[Report on interview with Colonel Ibrahim Bare 
Mainassara, new Niger head of state, by Jacques de 
Barrin in Niamey; no date given: “New Niger Head 
of State Promises a Return to Democracy Before Year 
End’ | 

[FBIS Translated Text} Colonel Ibrahim Bare Mainas- 
sara, who drove the civilians from power in Niger, does 
not regret his coup d'etat. In an interview with LE 
MONDE the brand new president of the National Salva- 
tion Council [NSC] spoke calmly of his convictions. He 
confirmed: “We will return to normal consututional life 
within 10 months at the le est. It will take no longer than 
that.” And perhaps even less time, in fact, since the Fo- 
rum — composed solely of civilian representatives — 1s 
getting through its task of reworking the constitutional 
texts quicker than planned. 


Colonel Mainassara stated that the umetable for putting 
the democratic institutions back on the rails, including 
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a constituuonal referendum in September and presiden 
tial, general, and local elecuons between October and 
December, “could be changed” but “will only be altered 
in the event of circumstances beyond our control — tor 
example, if famine means that we are unable to ‘popu- 
larize’ the consutuuional reforms with the rural commu- 
nities,” 


Is this transiuion period too long? The NSC president 
replies: “We took our inspiration from what happened 
in the countries that are our neighbors and in Niger 
itself where the first transition between military and 
civilian regimes lasted for 17 months trom November 
199i to March 1993. We must not put haste before 
effectiveness. The three former jeaders (swept from 
power in January — LE MONDE editor's note) recently 
issued a joint statement in support of this umetable. Why 
out-Herod Herod?” 


Although he denies trying to interfere in the forthcoming 
debates, Colonel Mainassara is pushing for a “true 
presidential regime.” He believes: “The ideal thing 
would be if there were only three political parties in 
this country instead of 19 as there are now, with some 
of them limiting their audience to one district or one 
family, and led by crackpots who then do not even 
run in the elections!’ The NSC president can see ‘no 
inconvenience’ in the former political leaders, whom 
he criticizes for “having tried to confiscate democracy, 
being eligible for reelection. “I only hope that they 
will have learned their lesson from recent events 

Would he himself be tempted to stand for the highest 
office? “At the present poimt in time | am not thinking 
about that. | am an officer and IT intend to remain 
one. However, there is no way of knowing whether 
exceptional circumstances might arise. 


For the time being, then, Colone! Mainassara 1s trying 
to give the impression that he is not just another 
revolutionary. He explains: “This was not 4 typical coup 
d'etat because the population as a whole wanted it and 
was relived when it came. The traditional chiefs who 
are in contact with the people came to me and asked 
me to call a halt for two or three years' Even the umons 
reacted favorably and have scaled down their demands 
The new sirongman of Niamey claims: “The people 
have asked us not to give way. Therefore he intends 
remaining at the helm for as long as he is assured of 
this ‘popular support. 


The former colonial power [France], on the other hand, 
finds it hard to agree with the clams of the NSC 
president who had been expecting a negative reaction, 
although “not such a strong one’ since initially Prance 
was demanding nothing less than a return to legality 
and in the meantume has suspended al) cooperation with 
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Niger, He stressed: “It has changed its tone since then, 
but France is seeing things from far off. We live here. 
From Paris anything looks possible.” He paid homage to 
“the attitude of the French community which lives in our 
midst and has supported us. We found that reassuring.” 


Colonel Mainassara stated: “There are rich countries that 
have no parliament, but nobody ever says anything to 
them. Because we are poor we have to ask for help 
and are dependent on the outside world.” He wondered: 
“But do we have to get down on bended knee? We have 
friends who are prepared to help us get through this bad 
period and if we are forced to, then we will indeed go 
to the devil.” 


Nigeria 


Nigeria: South African Envoy Returns to Post in 
Nigeria 


AB/1402180796 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1500 GMT 14 Feb 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text} The South African Govern- 
ment has expressed confidence in the democrauzauion 
process in Nigeria. The country’s high commissioner 
to Nigeria, Mr. (Jude Nene), stated this in Lagos at a 
news conference to mark his resumption of duty after 
being recalled by his home country. Mr. (Nene) said 
South Africa continued to (?maintain) relauons with 
Nigeria. He said that as an emerging democracy, South 
Africa was ready to [passage indistinct]. The envoy ex- 
pressed concern about what he described as political un- 
certainty in some West African nations and (?implored) 
the governments involved to join [words indistinct] in 
the march towards global democracy. 


Nigeria: Troops, Cameroon Soldiers Compete in 
‘Fun Run’ Despite Hostility 

AB 1402202396 London BBC World Service 

in English 1505 GMT 14 Feb 96 

(From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Just a little over a week ago, 
Nigerian and Cameroonian soldiers were once again 
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shooting at each other on the border in the disputed 
Bakassi Peninsula District, but now, there are reports 
of soldiers from the two neighbors playing together. 
On the line to Abuja, Elizabeth Ohene asked Defense 
Spokesman Brigadier Fred Chijyuka what on earth has 
been going on: 


[Begin recording) [Chijuka] Before the hosulity, we 
have been invited to participate in something in the 
form of sports with the military. So, in spite of the 
litte hostility we had, our people felt that we should 
participate so, we went and participated. 


[Ohene}] Were you a little apprehensive when you were 
going that there might be trouble? 


(Chijuka) That would be human, but we were very sure 
that since we have been friendly with the people and 
they invited us, there was not going to be anything to 
fear about, but you know, maybe at the background of 
individual mind, there could be that kind of apprehen- 
sion, but we are very happy that everything turned out 
very peaceful. 


[Ohene] And when you did go, how did the fun run go? 


(Chijuka] Everything went on peacefully. There was no 
problem at all. They participated, and the people who 
vent said that they were satisfied about what happened, 
and we are very glad too. 


[Ohene}] I take it it was a competition. How did the 
Nigerian contingent fare? 


[Chijuka] We are still expecting the full reports, but 
our joy was that the friendship that it was intended to 
promote went through, so later on I think we will be 
getting the details of the participation. 


[Ohene] So, for the moment, how are you describing 
the position on the disputed island? 


(Chijyuka} I think there is talk between the two govern- 
ments, and the report we have as at yesterday is that the 
situation is very calm. [end recording} 
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